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Hoveaber 1962 


Dear Hr. Pria* Hinieter, 

Hot long ago, in en hoar of unprecedented «aager In atn'e • 
Meter?, when fee W7 existence of all of as Uteratty hang in 
the balance* yon wn good eaengb to invite aa to year country 
aad to exchange views with sa* That atatosntnlllfs action on 
your part helped to reduce teneion and di&l the edge of crisis ' 
and thus mm a positive contribution to the effort whldh ie 9 In 
feet, still ttdiTMsr to avert the unspeakable, oateetrophe of 
• aaeleer wax* ^_,; c - -$-* 

X teew at first faand 9 therefore* of your deep o<*rorn for 
peace, although not at any price, and never at the expense of 
y©ur country's eovarelgsty and ireedon* X registered your 
unwillingness for this reason to accept tatted Nations observers 
on Cuban soil lor the purpose of inspecting tlio removal of the 
Sovlet-owaed effenaiva weapons* wail** in ay doaperata effort 
to save the peace, I urged 1900 you th&t course of action, in 
view of your rejection of it # 1 no longer press it^ It is, 
however, oa the strength of ay personal is&wledgs of your daap 
concern for peace thiU take the liberty to offer to you a 
suggestion which, la ay view, affords you tiu opportunity to 
render another and very substantial service to peace, which, I am 
sure, uould be warmly appleaded tiweugboat the wor^ 

**» suggestion which 2 now advance could, X earoestty believe, ' 
meet the objections raised against United nations inspection while 
at the sane time satis&iagtbe international need for reasonable 
reaaaoranoa. Both these ends could be wet, in ^r view, if yen ^ js^JUXU -^ 
were to invite the Astessaders accredited to year Governneat free ^^^c^^^ 
fgHiuJwunlilei of Latin ittarftsjJto constitute an informal groin? ,-a^-. , c^<^. } 
which, acting in concert, would undertake to verify the removal £^^. —> 
from Cu ba of th e of f onatvs-weapeas systems in tjjestien and to L^k^ a^;. 

report to yon aad to me their e boorentisne end vcrifXeatjLeag to 
thle affect.fjte *!*• countries which mig^t <s**$e XegLcaBy be \ 
invited to accep£stals reeponaibility, should yos^ind it congenial 
to ifce the invititifln, wold be the, f olloidnar Bali^ia, BraXJl, 
Chilejl^xieo and 0rtiguay/), 

Hie EsEoeHaaor 

Senor fldal Ceatro* Priae maiater 
of the fievolntioaary Govexaaeat of Cuba 

Havana 
Cuba 


-a- j 

Xt eeeurs to ae also that, ahgOd this auggestloa find taw? 
with yea, the umcgeaeut of the j£*g/4eteeaadors eauld, In feet, 
be psajftoied beyoad the insodUt* oriels atta&tia* by eontflroiing to 
ww *a a vmatol liaisea between yea and m alta- regard to the 
longer range aaeerns ahlea you stressed duxisg o*?rfcalks. 

X preesat thl« idea to yea oa an informal, personal sad 
entirely esafldantlal basis* Since X feeX aost elaaeraly that it 
oould b» helpful to your country and to all the world ia serving 
the purposes of peas*, X mturalJy hope that it ullX cannnrt itself 
to you* May X add that a vwy laportant factor la this Halftoning 
is ay oonvietien that an arreageatat of tale kiad would be extremely 
helpful, in feet it oould ha decisive, ia ay. pcrais**»t effort to 
bring to a w«7 oajOjr ead tho giareaUae oa skipping «hi«h is so 
intolerable to your oeaatQr* giaiiexOj, it esald ba helpful to a» 
ia asfcUflng Stem assurance of fall respect sad aretcettoa far tho 
territorial integrity of Cuba, thus allaying all edaesrns about 
invasion. Should it be the ease that 700 Xlnd aerit ia ay suggestion, 
the details oould easily and quickly be ws&*& oat batueea us aad 
it could be proa pay put iato effeeW 

Please be assured of ay continuing goodwill and beat alshes* 


8 dent 
acting Secrstayy^tessral 
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8 November 1962 


Dear Mr. Prime Minister, 

Not long ago, in an hour of unprecedented danger in 
man's history, when the very existence of all of us literally 
hung in the balance, you were good enough to invite me to your 
country and to exchange views with me. That statesmarfLike 
action on your part helped to reduce tension and dull the edge 
of crisis and thus was a positive contribution to the effort 
which is, in fact, still underway to avert the unspeakable . 
catastrophe of nuclear war. 

I know at first hand, therefore, of your deep concern 

for peace, although not at any price, and never at the expense 

of your country's sovereignty and freedom. I registered your 

unwillingness for this reason to accep^ United Nations 

observers on Cuban soil for the purpose of inspecting the 

removal of the Soviet-owned offensive weapons. While, in my 

desperate effort to save the peace, I urged upon you that 

course of action, in view of your rejection of it, I no longer 

press it. "It is, however, on the strength-of-my- personal 

knowledge of your deep concern for peace that I take the 

liberty to offer to you a suggestion on which, in my view," 

affords you the opportunity to render another and very 

substantial service to peace, which, I am sure, would be 

warmly applauded throughout the world. 

His Excellency 

Senor Fidel Castro, Prime Minister 

of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba 
Havana 
Cuba 


The suggestion which I now advance 2ould, I earnestly 
believe , meet the objections raised against United Nations 
inspection while at the same time satisfying the international 
need for reasonable reassurance. Both these ends could be met, 
in my view, if you were to invite the Ambassadors accredited 
to your Government from a selected number of countries of 
Asia, Africa, Europe and Latin America to constitute an informal 
group which, acting in concert, would undertake to veri-fy the 
removal from Cuba of the offensive weapons systems in question 
and to report to you and to me their verifications to this 
effect . 

It occurs to me also that, should this suggestion find 
favour with you, the arrangement of the Ambassadors could, in 
fact, be projected beyond the immediate crisis situation by 
continuing to serve as a useful liaison between you and me 
ivith regard to the longer range concerns which you stressed 
during our talks . 

I present this idea to you on an informal, personal 
and entirely confidential basis. Since I fee3. most sincerely 
that it could be helpful to your country and to all the world 
in serving the purposes of peace, I naturally hope that it will 
commend itself to you. May 1 add that a very important factor 
in this reckoning is my conviction that an arrangement of this 
kind would be extremely helpful, in. fact it could be decisive, 


in my persistent effort to bring to a very early end the 
quarantine on shipping which is so intolerable to your country. 
Similarly, it could te helpful to me in achieving firm 
assurance of full respect and protection for the territorial 
integrity of Cuba, thus allaying all concerns about invasion. 
Should it be the case that you find merit in my suggestion, 
the details could easily and quickly be worked out between 
us and it could be promptly put into effect. 

Please be assured of my continuing goodwill and 
best wishes . 


U Thant 
Acting Secretary-General 


